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Subject; French Trucking Industry
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soptribution to Project IP«264

‘Only betwsen 25 and 30 per cent of the sstimatsd labor force of the

read transport industry is unioniazed,

Only less than 13 per ceni of ths industry's employees belong tc the
comrmlat-dontnated inion group.

Comparsi with other French industrles the influence of a?mish—
dominaded unionisn is relatively llmited and appears to be Aaclinirg,

Thers has beon no effectivoe strike in the Industry slnce 1945,

Only few foraigners are smployoed as truckers,

(a) The Ascoclation of Transport Federations, an effiliate of
the Hational Assoclation of French Employers (Unlon dog »&dérations

popt, GHES) has estimated that fram 70,000 to 100,000 e~

d8 Irans

ployess, including bus drivers, are working for trucking firms which
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are its pembers and that this figurs might well be tripled if the employees
of the mumerous independent trucking firms and of the trucking sections of
other industries ars addedy According to an estimate made in the firet part
of 1951, the sntire read transport industry employed about 315,000 persons,
(b} Lang dlstence truckers are relatively wsll paid, They have to
be capable of performing minor emergency rapaira: and empleoyerc take this
rgquiramaat into account in determining their smpes, Local dellvery ‘rivers,
however, are poorly paild, earning considerably less than other comparsble
workers, for exsmple, skilled fuctory hands,
{(¢) The most recent collective agreement for the industry, wie
aigned on 21 December 1950, Although the natlonal Transport Unlon

atlon Natiopale dog oyens de Irgusport, CGI), & member of the

Generel Confederation of Labor, refused to sign the two aennexes deeling
apecifically with truck drivers and .engineew, the provisgions of these
annexes are applled throughout the industry, llective agreements in
other industries now usually proviie that truckers shall be entitled to

the same employment conditlons as provided by the agreement covering the

2
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trucking induatyry praper. The basic mv.iaians ét the 1950 agreement ars
still in force, but wages have becn reised several times,

(d) French truckerc are well Imow for thelr distinet sense of indee
.peaaimzce. Hany of them oppose organization bacausz they fesl that union
membarship would curtsll their individual freedom of aotion in an unduo
degrea. This dialike .. i0ions has been strengthesed by the rocent policy
of the leading {commnist-donineted) Genersl Confsderabtion of Labor to mur-
sue politicsl objectives, in strikes end other unlon activitiea. Conse-
guently, only about 25 per cent of the truckers are unionizad, according
to an estimate of the Agsdclation of Tramsport Faderstions:

{e) After the liberation of France the General Confederation of
Labor (Q§T) was, for several years, the only labor organization recognized
by the governrent es affectively rmassntiﬁg the truckers, This sltuabtlion
changed sarly in 1948 after a group of non-commumists, which had left the
QGT lete in 1947, forsed = rival organization, the General Confederation
of Lebor - Workers Porcs (CGI - Force Quvridre, [0). From this time on,

not only member unions of the new Vorkers Force ub alaa unions heloneing

W
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to other central organizations began to recruit members in the trucking in-
dustry, The canirsl labor organizations, member unions of which have been
nogt active in the road trenspert industry, are:

The GG {Ceneral Confederation of Labor; Confs

au Iravgll). Affilieted with the communist World Fadsration of Trzde
Untons (UFTU}, 1t i3 doninsted by commmnists subjesot to USSR lesderahip.
With en ostineted netional membership of 2 to 2 1/2 millien, it is the
largest and moot pwarm French labor arganimtian, Among the members,
howsver, sre obviously many non-conmunists who distrust its politienl
sachinations an’ vho have refused to taks part in strikes called nerely
for politieal ym'poaaa, The presence of thess manbers has conmpelled
COTts leadership to chenge fron overt politicel to seonmingly aconoale
aotlon, This, however, is only a change in sirategy; the nolitieal
objiectives of the organization remain tho same,

The F0 (General Confederation of Labor-Yorkers Force; G < Poree
Quvridre}. This organizetion is #nti-cemmniﬁ and affiliated with
the enti-gommmist Internationsl Confederation ’of Free Trade Unions

4
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{ICFTU), It hos not been nearly as successful in attracting non-

£
nist (G members as was hoped for at th: time of lis sycesaion,

The total membership in the country probably is not larger than

1 million and its funde src very limitad, Though local FQ leaders
bave recently shown s certain dispositior to collaborate, for purely
econonic objectives, with sore loesl JGI leaders, espacislly such
who have been esiranged fron the Ehsmw-»énmi@ted headquarters, the
2. probably will remein embti-cormunisl.

The GFTC (French Confederation of Christdsn Workers; ConfBifratior
Prapealse des Traveillourg Garétlens). Tt is an anti-commnist federa-
$ion of wdons and belongs to the Intsrnational Federstion of hiristian
Teads Unions. The netionsl memberszhip le arvound 900,000,

The GlG) (National Confederstion of Autonomous Uniens; ﬁ:}ﬁf&é&*

ration Nationale ‘e Syndicats Autonomes}, This relatively new orga-
nization 1s considared ralisbly non=communist, Claiming 20,000 members

in the eountry in 1950, it eppears to be gaining in membership and
2
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influence, It is not affiliated with any political psrty or inbter-
national labor organisetion., Some enti-communist, rivel labor leaders,
however, have allaged that elements close to the DeGaullist "Rally of
the French People" (RPF) wers instrmmentsl In its formation.
The SGSI (General Confederation of Independent Unions; fonfh bra-

mdants), Formed sfter the sacond Yorld

War, 1t is generally considered straight DeGaullist, though rival unions
have allsged that it inulw%aa some cornmunists of Mescow and ’E‘mtﬁ}:yiét
taint and some gnarchists. The Confaderation clalmed a membayship of
205,000 4n 1950; but it probably dld not exceed 150,000,

The (QC (Gemeral Confederation of Managerisl Employees; GonShdhro-
Lien Générale des Cadreg). This federation inclndes unions representing
the vast majerity of unlonized members of menagensnt, especlally those
on higher levels, It is indepenient, mon-corzmmnist, ani otherwise
politically neutrsl, Its membership in all industrioss haes been ectimated
to be beotween 120,000 and 150,000,

The sbove dats reafler to the total nemborships of the individuel central

6
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fadaraﬁionﬁ , which also organize truckers, in g1l industrles in which they
are active, They ahow the charscter and relative nation-wide importance of
the groups as such, This section deals specifically with the comparative
atrength of these sanme union groups in rosd tronsport. In this industry
estimated {GT membership was 120,000 in 1646, In 195 it was, howaver,
down to 40,000, In the same year, 1t was estimabed t&mﬁ 35,000 employses
in the imdusiry belonzed to the autonomous movement, 14,000 to the I3,
7,700 to the independant group, and 6,000 to the Christian gector, Accord-
ingly, only aboul 29.5 per cantl {92,700) of the 315,000 smployees of the
road trsmsport industry werc unionized in 1950, and less thon 13 per cent
(4 ,000) of the industry's employces belonged to the communist union group.
{g) A survey conducted ty the Franch Hnistry of Public torks and
Transportation in 1951 shows tho conparative strengti: of the specific
transport workers! uixionea aaﬁive in the trucking industry. In organizing
sotusl truc: drivere, the non-commundst, indepe;:}iimt national Truckers Union

ion Hatdopalc des Ghaulfeurs Reutders) now shares first place wit:

the cormunist-doninated GOT National Transport Union {Fedération

7
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dog loyens de Irgpscort). Yoroover, the former union iz beglmning Yo draw

shead of the latter, The noneoonxmniot Hetdonal J Transport Unfon (&

Lion laotiopale O des Trapgports) and the Christien Trengport Usrkers Unisn

agi repk third and fourth mmong the truck Jdrivers,

Le to organizetion of white collar and lowsr technicel personnel of the
trucklng industry propery tha different union movements rank in importance
an follows;

Undon of Christian lelaris! Smployess, Technleians, and Supervisory

tmployses (Zhderation franceise des dyndicats Chrétiens

» 2idG), antiecomrmnist,

Hational JU Transport Union (Zdipstion Naklopale FU dag

anti~commnist.

Bationai Transport Unlon f

i1)y commmigtedoninated,

The relative sirenglh of the unions among organized enginsers and
panagerial employses is:

Hational Unlon of lasnagsrisl Zmployess in the Trensport Industry

g
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(Gynitoat Netional deg Cadres e Direction ot de la Helirise des
Trapgoorts, 269, non-commnist,

Nationel 50 Transport Union (Fédérstion HNationnle FO des Tronsports),
anti-communist,

Federation of Ingineers! end 'anagerlel smploysoes' Uniona (J&d%po-~
commumnist,

Hationsl Union of Englmeerc und Nansgerial Employees in the Transport
m} » communict-dominated,

In the Paris rogion. the CGT group is the strongest, Sut most of 1ts

nmembers are local ‘elivery drivers. lost active among and for the long dis-

tance truckers everydiers in the imdustry g-parently is the independent

{non~commnist) National Truckers Union, It has sought to improve condi-

tions on the road and has set up stops where truckers can mﬁ:}axz:i gleen at

minimum cost, Although concentraiing, until recently, on driver menber-

ghip, this organization is now organizing other types of smployees as well,

g
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In this respect, it has been following the general dewsloprent in the in-~
dustry, vhich has been awsy fyonm craft unlonlsm and towsrd industrial
unionian, |

{h) Thers has been no offectivestri-e in the trucking industry since

1945, although the CGI hes on several occasions atteupted to organize in-

dustrial warfare.

Thare srs no official restrictlions concerning enployment of forelpners
in the French trucking industry, The unlons do not favor the hiring of
foreigners i qualified frenchmen are available, The smployers, by and
large, take s non-dlascriminatory attitude and make their amgla:‘mant
dependent upon qualificetion anc possession of the required work pormlt,
$ince, however, sufficlent nunbers of qualified French workers have as yat
bean avallshle, aniy Pew foreien truckers have been hired, Host of these

work in tho border districis of the sountry,
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